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A TRIBUTE. 


by Ernest S. Dodge 


This year the Fifth Annual Hamilton Hall Antiques 
Show comes on the one hundredth anniversary of 
Edward Sylvester Morse’s first visit to Japan. It was 
an event that would turn out to be momentous both 
for the Peabody Museum of Salem and for the Museum 
of Fine Arts, Boston. The Peabody is celebrating that 
event with a very large exhibition of a selection from 
the collections made by Morse entitled “Japan Day by 
Day” which is receiving international attention. 


Morse went to Japan three years before he became 
Director to spend the summer collecting brachiopods 
in that country. Little did he know when he sailed 
from San Francisco that he would be the catalyst and 
hardest worker in adding a whole new dimension to 
the Peabody and the Museum of Fine Arts as well. 


Morse, by training a zoologist, had a quick eye, 
active mind, and the insatiable curiosity of the 
Elephant’s Child, that led him into an extraordinary 
number of fields and interests. He could draw simul- 
taneously with both hands, play a Solomon’s Islands 
nose flute, or write papers on such diverse subjects as 
Latrines of the East or the effects of noise pollution 
of railroad train steam whistles in Salem. He was a 
pioneer environmentalist. 


But his two major fields were invertebrate zoology 
(he was at one time known as “Brachiopod” Morse) 
and the Tokugawa culture of Japan which was rapidly 
disappearing. The Japanese were abandoning their 
own material culture and art while adopting Western 
styles at an extraordinarily rapid rate. Morse was on 
the spot at exactly the right moment. 


On the very day he arrived in Japan he spotted 
from the train window at the little village of Omori, 
just outside Tokyo, bleached shells which he instantly 
recognized as a prehistoric kitchen midden. He later 
excavated the site — the first archaeological work 
ever done in Japan. 


Morse’s work in marine biology (also never before 
done in that country) and his Omori dig so deeply 
impressed the Japanese authorities at the Imperial 
University of Tokyo that they engaged him to extend 
his visit and organize a Department of zoology for 
them. He also founded the first marine biological 
station in the country. 


While thus engaged in his professional duties, he 
became more and more enamoured of the rapidly dis- 
appearing antiquities and arts and crafts of this fas- 
cinating civilization. He was an enormously gregarious 
and amusing man who made friends easily wherever 
he went. Soon his new Japanese friends and col- 
leagues were giving him collections for the Museum or 
making it possible for him to buy them at a reasonable 
price. 


On his return to Salem and Boston he sang the 
praises of Japan and its people so loud and clear that 
he influenced several other eminent men to follow in 
his footsteps. William Sturgis Bigelow accompanied 
him on his next trip and remained five years, making a 
notable art collection. Ernest Francisco Fenollosa of 
Salem, at Morse’s urging, accepted a teaching post at 
Imperial University and remained there for years. He 
assembled the greatest collection of Japanese fine 
arts of its time, which is now in the Museum of Fine 
Arts where he was later Curator and the leading 
authority of his day on Oriental Art. Other prominent 
Bostonians who came under his influence included 
Percival Lowell, the astronomer, who spent ten years, 
1883-1893, in the Far East and Denman W. Ross 
who became a great collector of Oriental Fine Arts. 
All these men were instrumental in building up the 
great Asiatic collection at the Boston Museum. But it 
was the philanthropist Dr. Charles Goddard Weld 
who, while he did not neglect the M.F.A., became the, 
greatest help to Morse in building up the incompar- 
able Japanese ethnological and arts and crafts col- 
lections in the Peabody Museum. So huge did the 
collection become that in 1907 he built Weld Hall to 
house the exhibits which were originally installed 
under Morse’s guidance by Lawrence W. Jenkins, then 
Curator of Ethnology, and my predecessor as Director. 


Our theme then for the coming six months is the 
commemorative exhibition to honor a man who not 
only brought the Peabody Museum to a new height of 
excellence, but added a broad new dimension to its 
collection at the only opportune time it could have 
been done, and who has never received the recognition 
he so richly deserves for his efforts. 


This special exhibition, put on under the unflagging 
direction of Peter Fetchko, presently is the largest 
and most important, but is only one of the many 
exhibits, events and programs made possible by the 
interest and support of many people. This Antiques 
Show is one of these important sources of support 
for our cultural, educational, and entertaining activ- 
ities. All of us connected with your Museum are 
extremely grateful to all of you — exhibitors, con- 
tributors, and volunteers who, by your work, support, 
and enthusiasm make this annual pleasant and bene- 
ficial event possible. a 


In many aspects, the careers of Ernest S. 
Dodge and Edward S. Morse have followed similar 
lines. Each of the men came from Maine where 
their first areas of academic pursuit were nur- 
tured. Professor Morse developed an interest in 
the brachiopods of the Maine Coast, while Mr. 


Dodges interests centered around the archeology 
and maritime history of Maine. Both men were 
also to develop a deep envolvement in eastern 
cultures; Professor Morse’s with Japan, Mr. 
Dodge’s in the islands of the Pacific. 

Finally, they were both endowed with insati- 
able curiosity and a dedication to scholarship. 
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A Child’s Memories of 
Professor Edward S. Morse. 


by Mary Weld Pingree 


Sometime, about 1906, I first remember 
Prof. Morse when he came to visit us in 
North Haven, Maine. He made extended 
stays every summer for several years, in 
which he dragged the bottom of the Fox 
Islands Thorofare for brachiopods. 


My father had fixed up a temporary lab- 
oratory in a small octagonal building in which 
Prof. Morse kept his “findings” in glass 
“cake-covers”, with the nobs ingeniously 
slipped through holes in boards around the 
walls of the room. 


I also remember how Prof. Morse always 
went upstairs on the run, taking three steps 
at a time. He would then rush down and dash 
off a lively tune on the piano (always the 
same one), and shout at my mother to come 
and play tennis. She would later return from 
the court, purple in the face from this exer- 
tion, for she was far from athletic. 


Prof. Morse gave several lectures during 
these visits, to a limited audience, drawing 
fish, etc., with both hands at once! He at- 
tempted to teach me the Japanese alphabet 
at meal times before I had learned my A.B.C.’s 
— obviously with no success! 


I do not know just when his interests 
changed from brachiopods to the collecting 
of Japanese artifacts, but I well remember 
accompanying. my father, Dr. Charles G. 
Weld, on numerous visits to Leonard’s 
Auction Rooms where he and Mrs. “Jack” 
Gardiner bid very spiritedly against each 
other for many objects of a Japanese nature. 


Some years before his marriage Charles 
G. Weld visited Japan with Mr. Longfellow 
and Dr. Bigelow, probably in the ’80’s, but as 
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he died in 1911, while I was still a child, I do 
not recall any conversations with him regard- 
ing his “Grand Tour” experiences. 


My father appreciated fine workmanship 
of any kind, but I do not know at what par- 
ticular time he helped Prof. Morse, finan- 
cially, to acquire a large part of his remark- 
able collection now on view at the Peabody 
Museum of Salem. 


Mary Weld Pingree, who was a Trustee of the 
Peabody Museum of Salem from 1967 to 77, is 
now an Honorary Trustee as well as one of the 
Museum’s most active volunteers. Her father, Dr. 
Charles G. Weld, who had been a pupil of Edward 
S. Morse’s at Harvard, went to Japan at Professor 
Morse’s instigation in 1882. Sharing Morse’s ap- 
preciation of Japan, it was Dr. Weld’s generosity 
which not only helped amass the large collection, 
but also built the hall in which it is housed. Mrs. 
Pingree has continued her father’s dedication to 
the Peabody Museum, as well as his interest in 
oriental arts. 


: Bin ess Cited Bo - iJ. eee pes rts 
Mary Weld Pingree as a child with the bronze turtle 
from Japan which is now part of the 


Peabody Museum collection. 
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MAANCHESTER MARINE 


In All Categories 


Location: Manchester Harbor (see insert on 
Chart 240) is one of the snuggest, most con- 
venient harbors between Cape Cod and Casco 
Bay — a good spot to leave your boat with 
careful supervision by a top quality boat 
yard. 


42 AND 41 WASHINGTON STREET 


BEVERLY, Mass. 


ROUTE sI27, 


Facilities: Manchester Marine Corporation 
facilities include 15-ton mobile marine hoist, 
10-ton truck crane and railway capacity to 
100-tons and/or 75 feet, machine shop and 
rigging shop with swaging and Nico-press 
equipment. 


TEAR 922-0958 


Supplies: We sell fuel, (gasoline and diesel) 
block ice, marine supplies and U. S. Gov- 
ernment Charts. Ships Store open 7 days a 
week, 8-5. Convenient train service to Boston. 


Personnel: Yard capable of complete hull 
repairs on both wood and fiberglass. Machine 
shop staffed with three full-time mechanics, 
expert in gasoline and diesel. 


mancheser 
marine 


Cofooration 9 Cis See 


THI -“AUDIID 


Ashland Avenue, Manchester, Mass. 01944 


Phone 617-526-7911 


Okinawan Textiles in the Morse Collection 
of the Peabody Museum of Salem 


by Anne L. Seamans. 


The textile arts of Okinawa derive from 
techniques developed by various non-Chinese 
tribes in southwest China; from there they 
spread both east to China and south to 
Indonesia and to Okinawa either directly 
from the mainland or through trade with 
Southeast Asia. The cloth, either cotton or 
banana fiber, is woven in simple plain weave, 
but the patterning of the cloth is achieved by 
several extremely sophisticated and time 
consuming methods. Two are variants of 
batik using rice paste as the resist and the 
other is ikat in which sections of the threads 
are resist dyed before weaving to form a pre- 
conceived pattern in the finished textile. The 
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Plate 1. Kimono woven of banana fiber, in natural 
colors with blue and white stripe in warp ikat. Courtesy 
of the Peabody Museum of Salem. 
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textiles in the Morse Collection were given 
to Dr. Morse by Professor Langdon W. 
Warner a man who had acute understanding 
and appreciation of the various methods 
used to achieve their exceptional beauty. 


Many Okinawan textiles are woven of 
plantain or banana fiber (basha) (plate 1). 
The fibers are stripped from the inner stem 
of the plant, boiled, and split with a finger- 
nail into long thin strips which are then 
lightly spun into thread. When woven the 
resulting fabric is called bashofu and is light 
and crisp, making it ideal for the warm and 
humid climate of the island. 


Plate 3. White cotton bingata kimono with stencil dyed 
patterns in primary colors, featuring flowers, water, 
and lilies. Courtesy of the Peabody Museum of Salem. 


The paste resist kimonos in this collection 
are known as bingata (red stencil) and are 
brightly colored in blue, yellow, green and 
always red (plates 2 and 3). In this tech- 
nique, known as katachiki, a stencil is first 
cut from a material made from paper mulberry 


fibers strengthened with persimmon tannin. 
Then rice paste is spread over and through 
the stencil in order to resist the dye. When 
the paste is dry the stencil is lifted off leaving 
the unpasted areas ready to accept the dye. 
Often several stencils are required for each 
pattern, and dye is also sometimes applied 
directly to the cloth with a brush. The effect 
of these patterns is enormously bright and 
gay showing flowers, leaves, birds, butter- 
flies and swirling water. 


Plate 2. Cotton bingata kimono, stencil dyed in brilliant 
red, blue, yellow and green lined with a different sten- 
cilled pattern in the same colors. Courtesy of the Pea- 
body Museum of Salem. 


Another way of resist patterning with 
paste is called nuifichi (draw with paste). 
The paste is squeezed from a tube on the 
areas not to be colored, then dyed, washed 
out and reapplied for each color needed. This 
is the favored way for dying uchikui, the all 
purpose wrapping cloth known as furochiki 
in Japan. 


The last method of patterning textiles is 
know as ikat which is celebrated for its ele- 
gance and simplicity of design. The method 
of ikating is as follows: first, the warp (length- 
wise threads) is measured out on a frame, 
taken in small bunches, bound in sections 


with banana leaves and dipped in the dye 
bath, usually indigo, so that the dye will 
penetrate the threads everywhere except 
where they are bound. Next, the threads are 
unbound and placed on the loom in the cor- 
rect order for achieving the desired pattern 
and finally woven with the weft thread. This 
will create blurry vertical patches of color 
and is called warp ikat (plate 1). 
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Plate 4. Red and white striped cotton kimono with 
weft ikat figures in indigo. Courtesy of the Peabody 
Museum of Salem. 


Plate 6. Cotton kimono of dark and pale indigo squares 
in double ikat. Courtesy of the Peabody Museum of 
Salem. 


If a weft or horizontal pattern is desired, 
a weft thread is stretched on a frame as wide 
as the fabric is to be and painted with a 
design. After removing this thread from the 
frame it is stretched out beside the rest of 
the weft threads and used as the prototype 
for binding and dying them. This will create 
blurry horizontal patches of color and is 
called weft ikat (plates 4 and 5). When the 


Sees ras 
Plate 5. Detail of a pink and indigo cotton kimono 
illustrating both weft ikat and double ikat. Courtesy of 
the Peabody Museum of Salem. 
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weft threads are bound and dyed in such a 
way as to intersect with the bound and dyed 
warp threads it is called double ikat (plates 
5 and 6). By pulling the threads slightly 
either vertically or horizontally various 
chevron and bird shapes can be made (plates 
4 and 5). The characteristic blurriness of 
ikat is the result of the dying and weaving 
process and is the measure of its charm. 


The textiles of Okinawa have a sophisti- 
cation and delight seldom achieved in any 
other area of the world. 


Anne L. Seamans’ knowledge of textiles goes far 
beyond the theoretical scholarship of most ex- 
perts. In the large sunny living room of her house, 
textbooks on such diverse subjects as Ikat pat- 
terns and finger weaving mingle happily with her 
loom, her spinning wheel and overflowing baskets 
of knitting or crocheting. On the porch outside 
there may be a bucket holding reeds soaking, to be 
worked into a basket. This practical application of 
ancient arts gives an added depth to her studies of 
textiles from other cultures. 


Anne L. Seamans is Honorary Curator of Textiles 
at the Peabody Museum of Salem. 
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My Pub Lunch. 


It’s a lot of lunch with a young bunch and a couple 
of old antiques. 
And the only Pub Lunch in Salem, witchever you are. 


Major 
MasLeashe’s. 


Because a Pub is a place where you don’t have any problems. 


Pub Lunch. Saturday Buffet 12 to 3. Happy Hour 2 to 7. 
268 Washington Street, Salem. 744-2328. 


EUbolp 


DTEAKOUSE 


The real Hamilton haul. 


It’s dinner at my place. 
A big steak. 
A big Salad Bar. 
A big drink. 
Maybe even a little brandy, 
Alexander. 


A different Dinner Special every night. Prime Ribs and Lobster Friday and Saturday. 
Different Lunch Specials every day. 
Brunch Saturday and Sunday. Happy Hour 12 to 7. 


Jake Cassidy’s Steak House. 259 Washington Street, Marblehead. 631-9152. 


When you make your travel arrangements 
through The House of Travel, you always get a 
little more than you pay for. Why? Because 
you're dealing with people who are well known 
in the travel industry, around the world. They 
have friends where others merely have ‘‘con- 
tacts.” In fact, travel ar- 

rangements by The 

House of Travel are 

almost as good as 

a letter of introduc- 

tion. So don't ac- 

cept rides from 

strangers. Travel 

with friends... The 

House of Travel. 


Go the friendship 


route. 


44 Pleasant St., Newburyport, Mass —462-2727. 465-7771 
Also: S. Hamilton, Mass. —468-3538/Exeter, NH. —(603) 772-4738 
Hampton, NH. —(603) 926-4554 


Play 
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Acorn. 
The home that 
Deconies yOu. 


+ 
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Your home. A beautiful home that meets your individual 
needs and reflects your personal tastes doesn't justhappen 
by itself. 

It does happen by Acorn design. 

The contemporary beauty, attention to detail and quality 
workmanship found in each Acorn home are the product 
of a controlled building approach that encourages indi- 
vidual expression. A system that also enjoys a reputation 
for keeping to its cost estimates. 

Send $4 for our complete planning and information kit 
with plans for all 30 designs and a full explanation of 
Acorn’s building approach. We also now offer several 
Acorn developed solar heating options, so ask for our solar 
bulletin. Or if you're ever near our Acton, Mass. offices, 
visit our solar heated Acorn. 


Your local authorized Acorn builder dealer. 
JOHN SANIDAS - DESIGNTECH 
33 Newbury Rd., Ipswich, Ma. 01938 
356-0459 
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e sport. 


Daytime thoroughbred racing at 
Boston’s only major league track. 


Suffolk Downs 


Major league thoroughbred racing. 


COMPLIMENTS 


of 


HOLYOKE MUTUAL INSURANCE COMPANY IN SALEM 


HOLYOKE SQUARE, SALEM, MASSACHUSETTS 01970 


LUMBER 


BUILDING MATERIALS 


17 RAILROAD AVENUE 


Tel. 546-2229, 546-2276 


“Rachports 
L. E. SMITH, INC. = Atle Separtment Store” 
HARDWARE & HOUSEWARES Telephone 546-6518 
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RONALD 
BOURGEAULT 
ANTIQUES 


MEN'S ROOM 


FIRST FLOOR 


POminy 'S KITCHEN 
PO lye celle Gris NESE RV LNG 


Soup * Salad 
FOOD & DRINK 


Mushroom or Spinach Crepes 


ADricote@ crepe 


Ong 


Oe ogee aa Chocolate Mousse 
pox ce tea * coffee * wine * beer 
a alcoholic beverages f) 
LADIES ROOM —$$—_—s 


CE 
STAIRWAY TO 
THIRD FLOOR 
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PEABODY MUSEUM EXHIBIT PEABODY MUSEUM SALES 
EE PE DBIEQOONA ee PUBEEH VOID Ea 


TERRY ANN TOMLINSON VILLAGE STORE 


CAPTAIN'S HOUSE 


Roger Conant Co-operative Bank 
256 Essex Street 
Salem, Mass. 01970 


TELEPHONE 745-1124 


TEL. 745-0638 


Bernard’s Jewelers 


179 ESSEX STREET SALEM, MASS. 01970 


BEVERLY FARMS 
MOTORS 


715 HALE STREET 
BEVERLY FARMS. MASS. 01915 


BEVERLY FARMS LYNN 
922-8800 599-3163 


TEL. 922-4888 


Gee py Sne. 


83 HALE STREET 
BEVERLY. MASS. 


UPHOLSTERING 
SLIPCOVERS 


DRAPERIES 

WALLPAPER 

Rucs EEORPS JALBERA 
CARPETING PRES. AND TREAS. 
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LEE, MOODY 
& RUSSELL, INC. 


NINE DANE STREET 
BEVERL YS eMASSACH USE IS 
Telephone 922-0153 


WILLIAM L. MOODY, PRES. 
RICHARD W. RUSSELL, VICE-PRES. 


STEVES QUALITY 
MARKET 


36 MARGIN ST. 
OPP. POST OFFICE 


SALEM, MASS. 


(OPEN DAILY 8 AM TO 11 PM) 
FREE PARKING = BEER & WINE 


=) Pee FS ab iN = 
SYSTEMATIC SAVINGS ~ HOME FINANCING M3. e180 [8 


254 CABOT STREET, BEVERLY, MASSACHUSETTS 
TELEPHONE 922-0868 


ALL HOURS 
(617) 631-2467 


Osborne's Florist & Greenhouses 


CHARLES E. OSBORNE 10 OCEAN AVE 
CHIP OSBORNE MARBLEHEAD, MA 01945 


= LCEISON O 


If you have your eye on a dry sink, or a set of Queen 
Anne Chairs, you should be saving with us. Whatever 
your savings goals, we can give you the right direction. 
Choose from regular daily interest savings accounts 
or high yield term deposits. In any case your savings 
will have the right direction when you save with us. 


Our free checking accounts 
even earn interest! 


George Peabody Co-operative Bank 


32 Main Street,Peabody - 1 MapleStreet, Danvers 
Give your savings direction 


Fitz O. Lufkin, Jr., C.R.B., President 
William C. Brown, G.R.1., Treasurer 


LUFKIN & BROWN,INC. % REALTORS 


Moored at 222 Washington Street in the Salty Port of Gloucester, Massachusetts 01930 
and 19 Central Street in the Lovely Port of Manchester, Massachusetts 01944 


“ Thar She Blows ”’ 


SPECIALIZING IN FINE 
MARINE, WHALING ano FOLK ART 


J. DANIEL FORTIN 
BAY VIEW ST. ANTIQUES PHONE 
CAMDEN, MAINE OPEN YEAR ROUND 207-789-5671 
MAILING ADRESS: 
ROUTE 1 P.O. BOX 51 
LINCOLNVILLE, MAINE LINCOLNVILLE. MAINE 04849 
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From Woodblock 
to Glass Plate. 


Thoughts while studying “tourist” 
photographs from 19th century 
Japan. 
by John E. Thayer, III 


One thing leads to another. When 
Edward S. Morse left Salem and traveled to 
Japan 100 years ago, his purpose was to 
study the marine life of its coastal waters. 
But once there he fell head over heels in love 
with that remote island country .. . a love 
affair that lasted all his life and led him on to 
many pursuits far removed from marine life. 

So, in the end, we barely remember Pro- 
fessor Morse for his thorough and no doubt 
important studies of Japanese brachiopods 
(brachiopods?!). Instead we read his fasci- 
nating book (out in paperback) Japanese 
Homes and their Surroundings. We admire 
the Morse Collection of ceramics at the 
Museum of Fine Arts in Boston. We marvel 
at the unique collection in the Peabody Mu- 
seum of Salem of everyday articles from the 
farm, shop and home life of a traditional 
Japan that was fast disappearing even when 
Morse arrived in 1877 . . . a collection said 
by Japanese authorities to be one of the best 
in any country of the world, Japan included. 

This year the Museum is honoring the 
100th anniversary of Morse’s first visit to 
Japan with a special exhibition of his famous 
Japanese ethnological collection which fea- 
tures a wealth of material never before on 
public display. As part of the exhibition a 
slide presentation has been prepared, a sort 
of modern Magic Lantern Show to transport 
visitors back into the America and Japan of 
100 years ago and give the whole exhibit 
more meaning by helping them to see it 
through Morse’s eyes. 

Research for this presentation led to the 
museum’s capacious photoarchives and 
along the way revealed some fascinating 
footnotes to the subject of this article... 


Historical background to the phenomenon 
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tourists photographs from 19th century 
Japan. One thing continues to lead to an- 
other. 


Momotaro, of Japanese fairy tale fame, leaps from a 
huge peach to the astonishment of his foster parents on 
this gold and black lacquered wood photograph album 
cover which once belonged to Dr. Charles G. Weld. 


of early Japanese photography. 


A little bit of history goes a long way, 
usually too far, but a little bit is necessary to 
set these thoughts in perspective. In 1614, 
Ieyasu Tokugawa outlasted the competition 
at the battle of Sekigahara and won complete 
political control of Japan for his pains. Great- 
est of all the Shoguns, Ieyasu lost no time in 
establishing and enforcing a detailed system 
of government whose sole and single-minded 
purpose was to maintain the house of 
Tokugawa as rulers of Japan forever. This 
called for careful maintenance of the status 
quo which in turn required close control or 
total elimination of all forces conducive to 


change. Contact with the outside world was 
cut to the minimum. No Japanese were al- 
lowed to leave the country. All Portuguese, 
Spanish, and English “aliens” were forced to 
leave. Only the Dutch, sealed in a mini- 
enclave on the tiny island of Dejima in Naga- 
saki harbor, were allowed to stay and carry 
on a trifling trade. And so, for 200 years, 
Dejima and the Dutch were Japan’s window 
to the West. And what little of Western 
philosophy, science, technology found its 
way into the Japanese language became 
known as Rangaku, the Dutch Studies. 


Hand-tinted glass transparency in its paper and cloth 


mounting, ready for magic lantern projection, meas- 
ures 34%" x 34%". From the Museum collection. 


The ripples of Monsieur Daguerre’s 
discovery reach the shores of Japan. 


It follows that when Louis Daguerre in 
1839 announced the world’s first practical 
photographic process, Japan was still firmly 
under the neo-feudal thumb of the Tokugawa 
regime. And when the details of daguerreo- 
types and camera reached Japan, they came, 
of course, courtesy of the Dutch and filtered 
into the country through the little island of 
Dejima. It is this method of transmission 
which accounts for the initial Japanese atti- 
tude towards photography, an attitude quite 
different from the West’s. 

In Europe, M. Daguerre’s discovery was 
met with no small measure of outrage on the 
part of the cognoscenti. Art critics lam- 
basted the new medium as shockingly and 
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unpleasantly precise . . . devoid of all “artis- 
tic’? merit. Early photographers labored 
mightily to blur their instruments chief char- 
acteristic — precision — with arty effects. And 
the controversy continues in one form or 
another to this day. 

In Japan, no such arguments were ever 
raised. Photography was received and 
studied as another facet of “modern” West- 
ern Science. It was in no way connected with 
the art of a “backward” Eastern country, as 
Japanese intellectuals of the time considered 
Japan to be. Photography stood on its own 
Western tripod. Art hung in its uniquely 
Japanese tokonoma. 


Glass plate overlaps woodblock. 


By 1855 when daguerreotype portraits 
were no longer a novelty, at least among the 
nobility, samurai and wealthy merchant 
classes, the wet plate system of recording a 
photograph came to Japan, as usual, aboard 
a Dutch ship. An image made on a daguerreo- 
type was a final (and mirror) image . . . no 
reproduction was possible. With the new 
system, a negative image was etched on a 
glass plate which could then be used to pro- 
duce an endless number of positive prints. In 
addition to this great improvement, light 
sensitivity was increased thus lowering ex- 
posure time. 

All well and good. But for even the casual 
student of Japanese art it is stunning to think 
that in the midst of this technological tour de 
force Ando Hiroshige, one of the best known 
and certainly most popular masters of the 


woodblock print, was alive and well and 


gathering inspiration for another great ser- 
ies, Famous Places in the City of Edo 
(modern Tokyo) which was published in 
1858, the year of Hiroshige’s untimely death 
in a cholera epidemic. 

It is tempting to suppose that Hiroshige, 
who possessed in full measure an Edoite’s 
intellectual curiosity and footloose love for 
travel, was acquainted with photographs. 
They were certainly there to be seen. And if 
he did see them, what did he think of them? 
Did he ever imagine that one day, not too far 
away, photographers would be lugging their 
bulky equipment all the way from Tokyo to 
Kyoto in the hopeless hope of improving 
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upon his most famous series . 


Stations of the Tokaido? The romantic 
mind boggles. 


ial EME 


In 1834 the great Hokusai (1760-1849) produced a series 
of 11 or 12 prints called Views of Famous Bridges 
Throughout the Country. Shown here is a highly roman- 
ticized view the Hanging Bridge of Sakai in Hietsu (now 
Gifu-ken). Could the photograph, taken about 50 years 
later, be the same bridge from a different angle? 


Popular photography launched 
in Yokohoma, 1862. 


In 1862, Japanese photography got the 
launching pad it needed for a quantum leap in 
popularity that would span all four islands 
and the forseeable future. Until that time, 
although Japanese progress in technique fol- 
lowed closely on the heels of Western ad- 
vances, photography had remained little more 
than an exotic hobby practiced by a handful 
of passionate amateurs. All this changed 
dramatically when Renjo Shimooka opened a 
full-dress, true-blue photo studio in Yoko- 
hama. 
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Renjo Shimooka must have known that he would one 
day be called “the Father of Japanese Photography” 
when he dressed for this picture in 1865. 


A dedicated and skillful photographer 
who had learned his craft from a visiting 
German expert, Shimooka hedged his big bet 
two ways. The port of Yokohama was the 
major contact point and dwelling place for all 
foreigners visiting or living in Japan. Shimo- 
oka knew from his German teacher that 
these foreigners would form an instant mar- 
ket for any and all tourist type photographs 
of the contemporary Japanese scene. But 
just in case, his studio also carried a full 
selection of the woodblock prints which for 
over 150 years had been the Pop Art of the 
Common Man in Japan. 


No hedging was necessary. Shimooka’s 
success was so swift and total that his name 
is remembered — rather unfairly — as the 
Father of Japanese Photography. And by 
1864, photo studios had sprouted like bam- 
boo shoots from northern Hokkaido to 
southern Kyushu. Here again, to the student 
of Things Japanese, it is staggering to think 
that all this perfervid, Western-technology- 
oriented enterprise took place while the 
country was still nominally under the rule of 
a Tokugawa Shogun. The Meiji Restoration 
would not be declared until 1868. 


The woodblock artist Eisan (1787-1867) made this typical ukiyo-e triptych print (left) of three thrilling geisha playing 
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the old Konkonchiki game. A later photographer caught four not-so-elegant tea-house girls still at the same game 
(below). The fourth girl is strumming a biwa to increase the excitement. Any reader who can describe the old 
Konkonchiki game in detail will receive a large and free drink of hot sake from the author. 


Color without Kodak. 


In 1870, the ambitious and peripatetic 
photographer, Shozaburo Yokoyama decided 
that his sharply detailed 11” x 14” black and 
white prints would look even better if the 
original colors were tinted in by hand. Four 
years later, Seiichi Tejima brought back a 
magic lantern from America. And nine years 
after that, the Japanese Ministry of Educa- 
tion had prepared sets of glass slides for 
showing to student teachers in normal 
schools around the country in an effort to 
bring national standardization to teaching 
tools and methods. 

With this in mind, it is no longer surpris- 
ing that for his subsequent lectures on the 
wonders of Japan, Professor Morse relied 
less on his own excellent sketches than on a 
very complete, made-in-Japan set of glass- 
mounted, color transparencies for magic lan- 
tern projection. That the hand-tinted color of 
these transparencies often rivals the repro- 
duction of modern Kodak color slides is not 
really so surprising either. The Japanese 
tradition of art and craft in miniature assured 
a ready resource of skilled and patient fin- 
gers for the tiny, delicate colorations. 


As one leafs through the photo albums 
donated to the Museum by the families of 
long-ago Yankee travelers to Japan — those 
of midshipman (later, Brigadier General, 
U.S. Marine Corps) James E. Mahoney 
bought while “on Asiatic Station, 1882-83”, 
the record of Abigail A. Quincy’s visit to the 
sparkling splendours of the Tokugawa mau- 
soleum set in the beautiful mountain forests 
of Nikko, the many albums of Edward 
Morse’s fellow Japanophiles, friends and 
supporters, Dr. Charles G. Weld and Dr. 


Which came first, the Tourist or the Photo? 
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William S. Bigelow — one begins to wonder, 
which came first, the tourist or the photo? 
The answer would seem to be, the tourist, 
but not the tourist you might have in mind. 
The fact is that as far back as anyone can 
remember, for reasons of R & R (Religion 
and Relaxation), the most avid and indefatig- 
able tourists in Japan have always been — 
and still are — the Japanese themselves. The 
enormous popularity of the woodblock prints 
of Hokusai and Hiroshige lay in the fact that 
they departed from the traditional print sub- 
jects of famous actors and beautiful women 
to show the most picturesque landscapes 
and places that all Japanese dreamed of visit- 
ing and many had actually seen. ~ 
So when the early Japanese photog- 
raphers staggered forth beneath the burden 
of their encrmous, wood view cameras and 
heavy glass slides, they followed the paths 
the Greats had trod before them. These 
time-tested perspectives that had wowed the 
old folks would surely wow the younger gen- 
eration as well and no doubt appeal to the 


- weird foreigner too. 


Of course they were smack on the right 
track. And they’re still firmly on it as you can 
easily see by a glance at the selection of tour- 
ist slides for sale on the magazine-book 
counter of any Tokyo hotel today.s 


JOHN E. THAYER III, who has lived in Japan off 
and on for ten years, is a free lance photographer. 
In 1967 he earned an M.A. from Harvard in East 
Asian Studies, and studied Fine Arts with John 
Rosenfield and Max Loehr. His love and knowl- 
edge of Japan, photography and art is reflected in 
this article. Mr. Thayer discovered the rich Morse 
collections during a research project at the Mu- 
seum, and has recently been working with Museum 
staff to produce a slide show which will be part of 
the Edward Sylvester Morse centennial exhibit 
JAPAN DAY BY DAY. 
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The Museum Shop 
Peabody Museum of Salem 
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Christmas shopping is easy at the 
Museum Shop. We offer two new prints, the 
Topaz and the Czarina, many hard to find 
books, Christmas cards, Christmas decora- 
tions and many toys and gifts from Japan to 
compliment our exhibition, Japan Day by 
Day. We will gift-wrap and mail all your 
presents if you wish. 

Our members get a 10% discount on 
anything and everything in the shop. 
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Phillips Libra 


If you're looking for people who go out of their way to help, you’ve come to the right bank. 


Shawmut 
Merchants Bank 


Beverly * Lynn « Peabody « Salem 
Shawmut Merchants Bank, N.A. « i srntiat FDIC 
Telephone: 617-745-8500 


CENTURY NORTH SHORE BANK. 


EASTMAN GELATINE CORP. 


NAUMKEAG TRUST CO. 


SALEM FIVE CENT SAVINGS 


SEMICONDUCTOR 
SERVICE, INC. 
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SYLVANIA LIGHTING © 


We gratefully 
acknowledge our esteemed 
Business Sponsors 
and heartily thank them 
for their support. 
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